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DETAILED ACTION 
Final Rejection 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 22-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wynn et al. (US 5,971,271, hereafter: Wynn). 
Claims 22, 27 and 31: 

Wynn discloses a gaming device in which player tracking information and game images 

are simultaneously displayed on the same display, (Figure 19 shows a player's image 

displayed simultaneously with game images on the same display). 

Wynn further discloses the following features: 

Player tracking input device, (Figure 7 shows a card reader); 

Communications interface to provide player information to a host machine, (Figure 7 

shows communication via fiber optic signal between a player tracking device and a slot 

marketing system coupled to a customer database); 

A display device, (Abstract); 

Game electronics configured to provide game images and output information, (Figure 3 
is one of many figures that shows various game electronics disclosed by Wynn); 
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Additionally, as shown in Figure 19 and discussed in Col. 8. Lines 34 — 55, player 
identification information is combined with game images. 
Regarding the currently amended claim limitations: 

Figure 17 discloses that prior to sending a message stream (video, audio, image, 
or a combination thereof) to a player at a gaming machine, the machine must not be in 
use. This teaches that if a player is in the middle of game play, the message will be 
postponed, or not sent at all, so as to not interfere with the game. If a player is in the 
middle of a game, then the entire game region is important and a message stream shall 
not be sent. Conversely, if a player is not in the middle of a game, then the entire game 
region is essentially unimportant, and a message stream may be sent. 

Wynn discloses the usage of commercially available hardware that includes a 
video overlay card, (Please refer to the table of components in Col. 12.) A video overlay 
card is listed as one of the preferred components used in the system. A specific 
manufacturer and model number are disclosed. This emphasizes the video overlay 
card's integral role in the system. It must also be understood that individual components 
(video overlay card, player tracking card reader, video interface module, etc.,) comprise 
a larger gaming system; thus each component participates in providing the gaming 
experience. The video overlay card and display must be coupled with the game 
electronics. If they were not coupled to the game electronics, the system would not 
work. 

Claims 23-26, 28-30 and 32-34: 
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Player tracking information includes player ID, (Figure 7), animated graphics, (Col. 8. 
Lines 34-55 discloses a concierge appearing with the game image to congratulate a 
player), game images include reels, (reels are inherent to slot machines), and a card 
reader, (Figure 7). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The claim amendments are addressed, as presented above. The examiner 

notes: 

Figure 17 discloses that prior to sending a message stream (video, audio, image, 
or a combination thereof) to a player at a gaming machine, the machine must not be in 
use. This teaches that if a player is in the middle of game play, the message will be 
postponed, or not sent at all, so as to not interfere with the game. If a player is in the 
middle of a game, then the entire game region is important and a message stream shall 
not be sent. Conversely, if a player is not in the middle of a game, then the entire game 
region is essentially unimportant, and a message stream may be sent. 

Wynn discloses the usage of commercially available hardware that includes a 
video overlay card, (Please refer to the table of components in Col. 12.) A video overlay 
card is listed as one of the preferred components used in the system. A specific 
manufacturer and model number are disclosed. This emphasizes the video overlay 
card's integral role in the system. It must also be understood that individual components 
(video overlay card, player tracking card reader, video interface module, etc.,) comprise 
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a larger gaming system; thus each component participates in providing the gaming 
experience. The video overlay card and display must be coupled with the game 
electronics. If they were not coupled to the game electronics, the system would not 
work. 

Consequently, all claim rejections are respectfully maintained. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omkar A. Deodhar whose telephone number is 571 - 
272-1647. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/558,933 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3714 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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//Corbett B. Coburn// 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



